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April 16, 1939
| greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

In one of the many state high schools in our country, the government conducted an inquiry. It was
a work of research into the morals and customs of their four thousand young students. Although | am
convinced that the results of this inquiry will never be completely disclosed to the public, it is better if it
isn't.

What caused the government to undertake such an unusual investigation? It was because of the
deaths of a sixteen year old girl and an eighteen year old boy — both high school students. In the very
early morning hours of Tuesday, February 28, someone noticed an old automobile parked in a so-called
“Lovers’ Lane”. Curious passersby noticed that there were two immobile individuals in that car. Finally,
someone had enough courage to approach the car and take a closer look. This person was terrified for
he realized that he was looking at two corpses.

The unfortunate girl had been strangled while the youth at her side had died from carbon monoxide
. The coroner signed the death certificate as a murder and a suicide! This young girl had lost her life at
the age of sixteen while the youth had ended his life at the age of eighteen. And yet, not only that they
could have lived, but they should still be alive! | repeat — They should still be alive! However, it is now
too late! At this point, no one and nothing can bring them back to life!

Whom do we blame? | already know that the first accusations will be leveled at these two young
people. Others who are embittered over the school system, will turn against all the teachers. Then
there will be those people who will blame the present system of education, which forbids God’s
principles entry into its elementary and high schools and has carved out over the portals of all its schools
the slogan — “Entry to God here is forbidden!”

You will be puzzled and you may even get very angry with me when you hear my explanation of this
tragedy in these young lives. | do not intend to exonerate that young murderer or his even younger
victim. | do not minimize the responsibility of their school officials. | am not defending the educational
system that has erased the word = “God” out of students’ minds, hearts and souls and left there a
vacuum. At all of these actions | throw the stones of silence, at least for now, for today | turn to all of
our mothers who have allowed themselves to be influenced by the modern trends of family upbringing
which do not recognize any disciplinary measures, or any authority over their children. Please listen to
my talk entitled:

JUST SAY “NO!”

1 will go directly to the point and I'll give you examples. The remains of a seventeen year old girl lie
on a cold marble slab in the morgue.. Her body had been brutally massacred.. Her crushed face was
unrecognizable. Her dress was tattered and full of blood. This child had left home about five hours ago
— full of life, healthy and happy! She was looking forward to an evening of fun and good times. Who
could possibly have foreseen that she was going to meet such a sudden and brutal death?
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The worried mother is standing by the remains of her daughter. She is weeping and screaming
horribly! She refuses to believe her own eyes — that that bloody, beaten, crushed mass is the body of
her child - of that beautiful daughter of hers who had so happily left her house with a smile and a song
on her lips! The mother wails despairingly: “Why, oh why didn’t | know how to say “NO!” to my
daughter? If | would have had the courage to say “NO!” — when she was telling me — not asking me —
that she was going to this good time with the other students — | would have saved her from this horrible
death!”

Perhaps this unfortunate mother is calling out to every mother in the world: “Mothers! Have the
courage to say =“NO!” In our present times, educators place too great of a stress upon the rights of a
child and the obligations of the parents and definitely too little stress upon the rights of the parents and
the duties and obligations of children! In a word, they ruin the authority and the order in the family.
Especially mothers, can they close their eyes or just stand idly by looking on with folded arms waiting
until this current of fatal opinions completes its infamous work? Will Christian mothers allow their
children to have the full scope of their malicious, selfish and flighty whims and will not have the courage
to give these children a firm and definite “NO!”

Believe me, my dear mothers, | am not advocating that you use high — handed and dictatorial
measures that are rough and urgent. Far from it! The mistakes — especially of growing girls, should
never arouse violent impatience and unreasonable outbursts of anger even if these mistakes are
repeated day after day. Mothers! You are expected to have superhuman patience, angelic sweetness
and eternal solicitude, but always with the addition of decisiveness and inflexibility! Mothers, learn to
say this word — “NO!” - and want to use it wisely within your family circle.

Satan does not sleep. He has never slept but hovers about day after day looking for someone to
victimize. Above all, he is always on the lookout for young people. That is such a natural thing. Why?
Because young people are thoughtless, brave, bold and gullible! Youth is thoughtless, doesn’t want to
think and has no time to ask about the reasons or the possible results of an action. Young people have a
superficial and shallow outlook on life. Young people are daring and boldly tread where an experienced
person would never set foot. Young people are very gullible and believe the best of everyone without
even trying to understand reasons.

This is the kind of young person Satan takes on a high mountain and in the twinkling of an eye,
shows this young person the wealth, pleasures, the attractions, the satisfactions and joys of the world
while he whispers deceitfully, “This is all mine and is all subject to me! | give all of this to whomever |

please! If you listen to me and follow my advice, all of this will be yours!” How difficult it is for a young
person to then summon up enough courage to give an emphatic and short: “NO!” However, they can

easily do this if they have often heard that word fall from the lips of a wise and reasonable mother!

You want an example, don’t you? | willingly give you one. Listen to this story taken from the life of
a young maiden whose mother knew how to say : “NO!”

“When | was attending a Catholic high school, it seemed to me that my mother was too strict with
me. Not that she refused to give me things that | needed, but because she would not permit me to go
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alone to any of the dances arranged by the students of our school. Her one argument was that these
dances were always held on Friday and Catholics should not dance on a Friday.

Sometimes | cried and thought that my mother was unfair to me since she always refused to give
me permission. Today | am grateful to her because it is because of her that | am still alive!

Two years ago, the graduates arranged to have a farewell dance and despite the fact that | had a
ticket for this dance and someone was coming to pick me up, my mother would not give in, even on this
occasion. | was so angry with her that | was considering leaving home.

The next day, early in the morning | changed my mind because | read in the morning newspaper
that those two students who were supposed to come to pick me up, were in a fatal accident. As they
were returning from the dance in the early hours of the morning, their car slid off the road and
overturned in a field. The two girls who were with them were killed instantly, the boy who was driving
died in the hospital and the second boy was hospitalized. When | read through this article, | fainted. It
was only then that | realized how much | owe my mother! Since then, if my mother ever refuses to give
me any permission, | never ask her, ‘Why?"”

My dear mothers! From the beginning it will be very difficult to give your first = “No!” This will
happen due to certain considerations of your children. Let’s name it — This is the weakness of every
mother due to the modern outlook on modern young people and also due to this modern style of life.

How difficult it is for a youth to say — “No!” when his friends are inviting him for the first time to
drink his first glass of liquor! If he would only have the courage to say —“No!” For the sake of their
companionship, out of fear that they will make fun of him and laugh at him, fearing that he will lose
their friendship, he agrees to drink this first glass. Thus the road opens to his physical and moral
misfortune!

Or let’s consider those young girls who do not want to be considered old fashioned or called “flat
tires, “therefore, they do not have the courage to say — “No!” — when they are invited to go on private
automobile trips or to perform those dances that were imported from the African jungles, or to bestow
cheap kisses on every street boy, rascal and scamp. Their efforts at a later time are useless. A later time
is already too late! These kinds of girls become widely known and nick-named as :"easy — good sports-
fast and cheap

"

On Thursday, March 9, 1939, the Buffalo newspapers gave us the sad and painful news of the arrest
of four young girls, all high school students, for arranging drinking parties including activities that are too
embarrassing to even mention. One of the girls was asked why she had gone there. Weeping bitterly,
she answered, “I had to go there. All of my friends went there. | didn’t want them to think that | was
afraid to go with them.”

| asked myself — “Can it be true that this poor child was really afraid?” “Yes! She was afraid to say,
“No!” My dear mothers! Sometimes when you are persuading and explaining to your daughters and
they turn and say to you —=“Mama is very old fashioned” or “Mama is very different!” — Don’t pay




image4.jpeg
attention to such remarks. Deep down, your daughters really respect you and are proud of you because
you are old-fashioned and different. They may say one thing, but they really feel differently! Now liste
to this letter and be convinced:

Dear Father Justin: | am an only child and | am seventeen years old. | admit that | am a modern girl as |
smoke cigarettes, | like a glass of cordial now and then, | never refuse a glass of wine or a cocktail. | am
also an expert dancer and for this reason | am very popular among my friends. | consider life to be too
short to deny myself such pleasures while | am young. Furthermore, today, one must live according to
the trend of the times and the way ordinary young people live.

Anyway, Father Justin , you don’t even know half of the truth Why should | adhere to worn-out
customs when my own mother, who is thirty four years old, acts like a teen-ager? After she gets all
powdered and rouged and puts on a modern short dress, my father cannot distinguish the mother from
the daughter. She never refuses a drink and she is not choosy as to what she drinks. She is also expert
in dancing all of the dances, even those that are most difficult. Literally, my mother certainly carries her
liquor excellently and “shakes a wicked leg”! Now, Father Justin, teach our mothers not to imitate us!
Let them live as mothers and not like us, their daughters!”

So, what do you think of that confession? | see that this young girl wants her mother who leads a
so-called modern life to be somewhat different from her daughter! Therefore, mothers, do not take it
too much to heart when your daughter insists that you are old-fashioned or calls you a whole litany of
some kind of senseless titles, for such talk does not fall from sophisticated lips, but from the
thoughtless, uncritical impressions of hungry youth!

As for the author of the above letter, | want to whisper into her ear — “Girlie! Stop — Look — Listen!”
Yes, as long as you are healthy! The road of life, decorated by glasses, whiskey tumblers and bottles is
really short and treacherous, and then what? A life of drinking, dancing and playing is empty, boring,
unprofitable and dissatisfying. Most of the time such a life ends suddenly, unexpectedly and brutally!
Read the descriptions of such in the newspapers, read them slowly and carefully. Don’t say that that
was only an accident, a chance event or happening and that something like that could never happen to
you , because, with whatever weapons one fights, he dies by that same weapon. As one lives, so one
dies and as one sows, so he reaps. You can deceive yourself and others, but you can never deceive God
or nature, nor can you avoid the effects of the laws of God and nature. They will catch up to you -
sooner or later!

Some day when you stand with them — eye to eye —and you are bitter, dissatisfied, discouraged and
full of despair, what will you do? Nothing other but that which others do: Jump out of the window, leap
into deep water, swallow a poison pill or a poisonous drink or put a bullet into your temple!

My dear mothers, do not excuse yourselves nor your children. Don’t say that these young people
have to have their fling and that they must make the most of their youth, that they will grow out of it
later. That is all a mistake — It’s not true —and it’s a lie! That’s how worldlings argue who look at life
with the pagan and materialistic eyes of the twentieth century. The rest of their life negates this. If
mothers knew how to speak decisively more often saying — “No!” they would protect their children,
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sons as well as daughters from many vexations, sufferings and troubles. What a person absorbs in his
youth, that’s what he is in old age, for a leopard cannot change his spots!.

Finally, remember everybody, that without the love of God and the fear of God, you will never be
able to cope with life. If these two virtues do not exist in one’s heart, that heart will not only be filled
with indifference and contempt for a life that is honest, noble and satisfying, but in such a heart,
atheism and crime soon take root! Thus the love of God as well as the fear of the Lord demands of all of
us to know how to say often, courageously and publicly: “NO! No! and once more No!”




